THE    GREAT    WAR

brought over and the party spent a whole afternoon
singing and laughing in the boat. The following
day it was the officer who proposed an outing on
the lake, but the boat was now again on the
opposite shore, Maria having rowed it over during
the night. As she landed she was caught by the
beam of a German searchlight, and she was in
grave danger until she managed to reach the cover
of a small wood. Towards dawn she reached the
German trenches. She was arrested and taken first
to Suwalki, then to Insterburg, and was only
liberated at the direct intervention of the Polish
Command. When she reached her destination it
turned out that the message she carried had
already been delivered by another girl; the Warsaw
headquarters had taken the precaution of duplicat-
ing the message. Naturally, this did not detract
from the heroism of Maria.

In most cases, however, the Polish amazons
escaped such disappointments. The case of Hedwig
Barthel de Weydenthal had all the elements of
drama and almost intolerable suspense. She was
sent to Lodz in order to bring some dynamite back
to Warsaw. Arrived in Lodz, she failed to find
anyone at the address given her and it was only
with great trouble that she finally succeeded in
tracing the dynamite to a chemists* shop. The
chemist warned her that the dynamite was old, so
that it could not be divided, as it might easily
explode. This was a serious problem, the lump
being too * heavy for her even to lift, let alone carry
on a long journey. Hedwig therefore packed it into
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